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	ACT 55 (Former House Bill 178)  February
Meals for Students with Insufficient Funds and Meal Charge
	

	Action Items:

1. Review Act 55 

2. Watch the YouTube webinar on Meals for the Students with Insufficient Funds and Meal Charge

3. Confirm that your district has a local meal charge policy.

4. Share this important information with your Food Services Director.
	Highlights:

Meals for Students with Insufficient Funds and Meal Charge

YouTube Presentation

Section 1337 of the PA school code applies to public schools including charter schools, non-profit meal programs in private and non-public schools and schools that do not participate in the federal school nutrition programs. 

Schools will often provide students with an alternative meal. This is no longer be allowed! The student must be offered the school program meal options that are available to all. 

[image: ]
	Considerations:

Did you know that Act 55 requires Requires that new truancy plan, that was implemented in 2016, applies to non-public schools beginning in the 2018-19 school year? It does!

Did you know that Act 55 extends the delay, in using the Keystone Exams for graduation purposes from 2018-2019 to 2019-2020? It does!  Click here for the details. 


Resources:

Meals for Students with Insufficient Funds and Meal Charge

YouTube Presentation
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	ACT 55 (Former House Bill 178)  January
	

	Action Items:

5. Review Act 55 

6. Spend some time discussing a plan to implement Opioid Education. Act 55 requires instruction related to the prevention of opioid abuse as part of the mandatory instruction required in chemical, alcohol and tobacco use beginning with the 2018-19 school year. A jointly developed model curriculum and in-service training program is forthcoming from PDE. Requires school districts to provide in-service training in the subject every three years. 
	Highlights:
Superintendent & Assistant Superintendent Contracts:
Reduces the time period for a public meeting of the board of school directors to consider the retention of a district superintendent or assistant district superintendent from 150 days to 90 days prior to the expiration of their current term of office, and also provides that if no action is taken, the contract will automatically be extended for one year unless the board takes action to retain the individual prior to the end of the one year extension. 

Economic Furloughs:
Allows professional employees to be furloughed for economic reasons in order of performance ratings based on annual performance evaluations.

School Security Drill:		 	 	 		
Requires each school entity (area vocational-technical school, school district, intermediate unit, charter school, or regional charter school) to conduct one school security drill per school year in each school building in place of a monthly fire drill within 90 days of the commencement of each school year. A school security drill is defined as a planned exercise, other than a fire drill or natural disaster drill, (designed to practice procedures to respond to an emergency situation that may include, but is not limited to, an act of terrorism, armed intruder situation or other violent threat. Requires the chief school administrator to notify and request assistance from the local law enforcement agency and emergency management agency before conducting the school security drill. In addition, the chief school administrator is required to provide notice of the school security drill in advance to parents and legal guardians of the students attending the school building for which the school security drill is scheduled.
	Considerations:

Did you know that Act 55 requires that the new truancy plan that was implemented in 2016, applies to non-public schools beginning in the 2018-19 school year? It does!

Did you know that Act 55 extends the delay, in using the Keystone Exams for graduation purposes from 2018-2019 to 2019-2020? It does!  Click here for the details. 


Resources:

Act 55 Reference

Keystone as a Graduation Requirement Delay Letter
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Students with Insufficient Funds

« Must be provided a school food program meal,
regardless if the student has funds on hand orin a
meal account to pay for the meal;

« Can only be denied a meal if the parent/guardian has
provided a specific written directive to the school to
withhold a school meal;

« Applies to all meals (breakfast and lunch);

+ Must be offered the school food program meal options
that are available to all students; and

« Cannot be required to discard a meal after it was
served to them due to their inability to pay for the meal
or due to any prior debt for meals.
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