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PENNSYLVANIA ALTERNATE SYSTEM OF ASSESSMENT (PASA) 
EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) 
2016-17 MANDATED PARTICIPATION WAIVER APPLICATION

The Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment Mandated Participation Waiver Application has been developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education (BSE) in accordance with the regulatory requirement under Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The ESSA requires Pennsylvania to ensure that the total number of students assessed in each subject, using the alternate assessment for students with severe cognitive disabilities, does not exceed one percent of the total number of all students in the state assessed on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PASA) and Keystone Exams.  The local educational agency (LEA) must complete and submit the waiver application when it anticipates exceeding the one percent cap for the LEA.  Information provided by the LEA will be considered by the BSE when determining approval status.
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The LEA must provide the following information:

1. Name of LEA:

2. Address of LEA:

3. LEA Contact Information (name / telephone / email):

4. Total population of students in the LEA who participate in testing grades 3-8 and 11 during the 2016-17 school year.

5. Total population of students who are anticipated to participate in the PASA in testing grades 3-8 and 11 during the 2016-17 school year.

6. Percentage of students who are anticipated to participate in the PASA.  The calculation to determine the 1% is as follows:

The total population of students who are anticipated to participate in the PASA-Question #3
The total population of students in the LEA who participate in testing-Question #2

7. Provide a brief description of how the LEA is assuring that Individualized Education Program (lEP) teams are adhering to the six criteria, as outlined in the “2016 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, Handbook for Assessment Coordinators”, in determining student eligibility for participation in the PASA .

8. Provide descriptions of how special education teachers are trained to administer the PASA.

9. If appropriate, provide a brief description, with supporting data that identifies specific programs or circumstances within the LEA that may contribute to higher enrollments of students identified with severe cognitive disabilities that would result in a PASA participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. (Example: the LEA is host to two facilities/group homes specifically for providing residence to students with severe cognitive disabilities.)


10. If appropriate, provide a brief description as to how a small overall student enrollment in the LEA contributes to the likelihood that even a small number of students with severe cognitive disabilities that would result in a PASA participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent. 

11. Provide any additional justification of variables that may contribute to higher numbers of students identified with severe cognitive disabilities being deemed eligible for participation in the PASA that would result in a PASA participation rate in excess of 1.0 percent.

The review of this application involves consideration of LEA’s responses to the items listed and any supporting documentation that has been provided by the LEA.  LEAs will be notified in writing as to the response by the Bureau of Special Education.  Questions on completing the application may be directed to Patrick Scanlon at 724.465.6535 or via email at pascanlon@pa.gov or John Gombocz at 717.772.3745 or jgombocz@pa.gov.  Any LEA applying for the waiver may be subject to an on-site review by a BSE Adviser to obtain additional clarification on the submitted information.

When completed, please submit all responses and supporting documents to:

Attention:  Scanlon/Gombocz
Bureau of Special Education
Pennsylvania Department of Education
333 Market Street, 7th Floor
Harrisburg, PA  17126-0333
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